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FCA Bill Submissions Closing Soon

Deadline looming!

If you have not yet made a sub-
mission on the Firearms Control
Amendment Bill we would like to
encourage you to do so before the
3 August 2021 deadline.

Anyone can make a submission,
not only SAGA members. The
more people who make rational,
constructive submissions, the
stronger our approach will be.

Attached to this email is our Sub-
mission Suggestions document to
provide some basic guidance.

Send your submission to:
The Secretary for Police Service

Email address:
comments.fcabill@csp.gov.za

Make sure your submission states
your full name, postal address,
email address, telephone number
and, if applicable, your fax num-
ber.

What CanYou Do to
Help SAGA?

It is clear from the devastating
riots, insurrection and looting that
took place in our country just over
a week ago, that an armed and
prepared citizenry is essential to
help maintain our hard-won
democracy.

SAGA stands in solidarity with the
people of KwaZulu-Natal and
Gauteng who have experienced
this traumatic period. These are
the people who stood together as
law-abiding citizens, who were
lawfully armed, and who were
able to make a difference by
protecting lives and property
when it counted most.

SAGA has already sent letters to
the President of South Africa, the
Minister of Police, and the Parlia-
mentary Portfolio Committee on
Police, stressing the importance of
having law-abiding, legally armed
citizens and calling for the urgent
withdrawal of the FCA Bill.

Now, more than ever, SAGA
needs your support to help grow
our membership base. Strength
obviously lies in numbers and for
SAGA that means

...more members,

...more people being involved,
...the more reach we can achieve,
...the more work we can do,

and all for legal gunowners.

Count yourself as part of our team
to be more and to do more - just by
signing up your family and friends.
Use the QR code here, or join via
our website or contact our office
by email or phone.

Also make sure you keep your own
membership up to date by renew-
ing as soon as you receive our
renewal notice.

New Member Rates per Year:
Adult R250

Junior R150

Pensioner R150

Family:

1x Adult @R250 plus any number
of family members @ R60 each

Renewal rates for most categories
of membership are R50 less than
the new rate.
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Research Update: It’s [Still] Not the Guns
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Much has changed since last sum-
mer. In July 2020, notoriously anti-
gun researchers circulated a
paper that alleged an association
between what they deemed
“excess” gun purchases early in
the pandemic and violence. This
year, the same researchers dis-
proved their original findings with
the addition of new data.

Doctor Garen Wintemute and his
team at the University of Califor-
nia Firearm Violence Research
Center at UC Davis found no asso-
ciation between what they
dubbed “excess” firearm pur-
chases and non-domestic firearm
violence, and the association they
found between excess purchases
and domestic firearm violence
through May disappeared when
either state trends were included
in the model or when June and
July were added to the time frame.

The findings are buried in the UC
Davis press release. ABC News
dedicated an article to the original
study, but there’s no mention of
the newly published research.
Bloomberg’s “reporters” at The
Trace spent over 700 words on the
original study. They added a brief
note to that article with a single
sentence about the new and con-
tradictory research.

“News” outlets reported on the
original non-peer-reviewed paper
but spent little to no ink on the
new research published in the
journal Injury Epidemiology.
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Instead, CNN published a piece
entitled, “How crime stats lie —
and what you need to know to
understand them” that cited an
anti-gun web scraper for statistics
to show an increase in “gun vio-
lence.” CNN, of course, used the
combined total of suicides, homi-
cides, accidents, and every other
intent but focused in on homicides
and inserted this line:

“Gun sales also soared during the
pandemic.”

That line could only be intended
to suggest causality, as if the
increase in firearm sales was
responsible for the reported
increase in homicides. This makes
no sense on its face and certainly
not considering the latest
research from UC Davis. Reports
from retailers indicated that self-
defense was the primary reason
for obtaining a firearm during an
unprecedented year of civil
unrest, inmate releases, and
efforts to defund the police.

Thanks to Wintemute’s team at UC
Davis, there is evidence of no
association between “excess”
firearm sales and increasing fire-
arm-related violence during the
early months of the pandemic.

One might say that Wintemute
found a protective effect of fire-
arms against non-domestic vio-
lence though the results may not
be statistically significant. The
finding related to domestic vio-
lence is what the anti-gun crowd

will promote but it does not hold
up to scrutiny.

Wintemute’s team claims that
“Increases in purchasing may
have contributed to additional
firearm injuries from domestic
violence in April and May.”

The researchers’ found a positive
association for April and May
when they included “COVID-19
cases and deaths, mobility [a sup-
posed measure of social distanc-
ing adherence, using cell phone
data], unemployment, baseline
firearm purchasing rates, police
violence during the George Floyd
protests, stay-at-home orders,
and average temperature” in the
model.”

Take those out, and April no long-
er has an association between
“excess” purchases and firearm-
related domestic violence. Add in
state-specific linear trends, and
both April and May lose the
claimed association.

The UC Davis findings are very
much dependent on the model
specification.

Also of interest is the decrease in
effect as successive months of
“excess” purchases are added to
the model. How could there be an
association between “excess”
sales and domestic violence
through April and May, but not
through June or July?
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Continued... Research Update: It’s [Still] Not the Guns

Wintemute and his team claim
there were more “excess” pur-
chases in June and July than in any
prior month in the study period.
June 2020 had the highest number
of NICS checks ever (until Decem-
ber 2020). There’s nothing to sug-
gest that “excess” purchases in
April and May should be associat-
ed with violence but not later
“excess” purchases.

As each new month is added, the
effect of so-called “excess” pur-
chases on domestic violence per-
petrated with firearms decreases.
April and May saw a lower rate
ratio — meaning a weaker effect -
than April; April through June saw
a lower rate ratio than April and
May; and, April through July saw a
lower rate ratio than April through
June. One might reasonably
expect any effect from “excess
purchases” to increase as the
excess stock increases in aggre-
gate but that is not the case in this
analysis. The final two time frames
were not statistically significant —
there was no association between
“excess purchases” and domestic
violence.

We debunked the notion of
excess purchases last summer,
when the original article came

out and now Wintemute and his
staff at the Firearm Violence
Research Center at UC Davis have
rejected the theory of an associa-
tion between the so-called
“excess” purchases and violence.

Bloomberg-funded researcher
Daniel Webster commented on
the study for The Guardian and
provided the sort of dizzying spin
usually reserved for desperate
politicians.

It seems Webster wanted a way to
reconcile these findings with the
anti-gun worldview. Webster
offered that perhaps more Ameri-
cans were willing to carry their
firearms, or that the surge in sales
was predominantly existing gun
owners, or that the increase in
homicides may be due to
increased illegal carrying of fire-
arms.

Well, he may be on to something
with that last trial balloon. Web-
ster referenced reports of an

increase in weapons found during
arrests in several cities even as
the pandemic and other 2020
pressures reduced the overall
number of arrests. Key in on the
phrase, “during arrests.”

In other words, criminals.

An increase in criminal behavior
just so happens to coincide an
increase in certain types of crime.
Next, they’ll tell us that back-
ground checks don’t impact
crime.

That’s right — both criminals and
from Wintemute and Webster,
whose previous research deter-
mined that California’s universal
background check law had no
effect on homicide rates, have
already proved this.

It’s what we’ve been saying all
along.

Monday, July 19, 2021

https://www.nraila.org/
articles/20210719/research-update
-its-still-not-the-guns

Watch this space ...for more interesting firearm snippets
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3 Things Gun Students Do (That Drive Instructors Nuts)

https://www.nrafamily.org/
articles/2021/7/5/3-things-gun-
students-do-that-drive-instructors-
nuts

by Sheriff Jim Wilson
Monday, July 5, 2021

We are blessed in this day and
time with a large number of very
qualified defensive schools and
instructors. More and more peo-
ple are realizing the real life-
saving value of getting profession-
al training in conjunction with
their decision to begin carrying a
defensive handgun. Some folks
can easily afford to attend as many
schools as they want, while others
have to carefully budget their
money to be able to get the de-
sired training. Regardless, it is
rare that a person will come away
from a good school and not feel
like they've gotten their money's
worth.

But then there are the other folks
who just don't take it seriously.
Maybe they think this whole busi-
ness of personal defense is just a
fad. Or they may have been shoot-
ing since childhood and don't re-
ally believe that the instructor can
teach them anything new. These
folks, intentionally or otherwise,
can disrupt a class for the other
students and they sure can make
the instructor's day a long one.
Here are three of the main pet
peeves that just make instructors
cringe.

1. That Ego Thing

I really think that some students
take classes in hopes of impress-
ing that big-name instructor with
their shooting ability. We've all
seen this guy in one class or an-
other. He's the one who tries to act
like an assistant instructor instead
of a student. He's the guy who
gives other students advice dur-
ing the breaks. And he is often the
guy who tries to debate defensive
techniques with the trainer.

The best thing to do with your ego
ksto park it at the gate to the

shooting range. If you are not
there to learn, then you are wast-
ing your money and the instruc-
tor's time. If you really want to
impress the instructor and your
fellow students, focus your efforts
on learning and mastering the
material that is being taught so
that it will be clear to everyone
that your shooting skills have vast-
ly improved over the course of the
class.

2. Not Trying It

Some defensive instructors will
teach a certain stance, a certain
gripping technique or a different
pistol presentation. And those
techniques may very well be dif-
ferent from what you have been
used to. While it may be akin to
the “ego thing,” some students
seem to ignore what is being
taught in favor of doing it like they
have always done it.

Here again, the student is keeping
themselves from getting the most
out of the class. The smart move is
to do your very best to perform in
the manner that the instructor is
teaching and give it a fair try
throughout the class. In most cas-
es, you will find that you have
truly learned something new and
useful. After the class is the time to
think over what you have learned
and decide how that fits into your
own personal defense plan. If you
decide to discard some of what
you have just learned, it won't be
because you didn't give it a fair
chance and evaluation.

3. Ignoring Safety Rules

Any instructor worth his or her salt
will begin the class with a safety
lecture. He or she will explain
proper safety procedures and
enforce them throughout the
class. These safety instructions
and the way the instructor runs the
range may be different from what
you are used to. The important
thing to remember is that safety,
or your version of safety, is not a
topic that is open for discussion.

For example, I run what is called a
“hot range.” That is, all guns are
always loaded and they aren't
taken out of the holster unless the
student is instructed to do so. A
loaded gun in the holster, with
nobody fooling with it, is a safe
gun. Other instructors want guns
unloaded at all times unless the
student is specifically told to load.
When a string of fire is completed,
the student is told to unload and
show that the gun is empty before
reholstering. Both methods are
safe when the student listens, fol-
lows instructions, and keeps safe-
ty foremost in his or her mind at
all times. To do otherwise is to
court disaster.

There is no question that defen-
sive training is critical to a per-
son's safety and skill develop-
ment. Before spending hard-
earned money on a class, how-
ever, the student should give
some serious thought to exactly
what their goals are in taking the
class. The only reasonable goal is
to be there to learn and to im-
prove life-saving skills. When you
leave the defensive school, will
the instructor be glad to see you
leave or will he or she be hoping
that you will come back soon? The
choice is really up to you.

Park your ego at the front gate.
Make an honest effort to perform
the various functions as instructed.
And always keep safety foremost
in your mind. I can nearly guaran-

tee that you'll be welcomed back
to that school. J
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How You Can Watch Olympic Shooters Compete

https://www.americasIstfree
dom.org/articles/2021/7/23/how-
you-can-watch-olympic-shooters-
compete

by Mark Chesnut
Friday, July 23, 2021

After a year-long delay and the
additional anticipation associated
with it, Olympic shooters from the
United States are now in Tokyo
hoping to make their lifelong
dreams come true. But things
aren’t going to be easy for these
athletes, given stringent COVID-
19 protocols, high heat and
humidity at the nearby shooting
venue and the country’s overall
anti-gun sentiment.

The shooting competition at the
Olympics begins on July 24. Matt
Suggs, CEO of USA Shooting, the
national governing body for the
shooting sports, said American
shooters are ready to get on with
the competition.

“They’re all excited,” Suggs said
in a phone interview from Tokyo.
“Having the Olympics delayed for
a year just increases the anticipa-
tion. We’ve taken advantage of
the delay. Certainly, our rifle and
pistol team is significantly better
than it was a year ago. While it
was an abbreviated World Cup
season, we had a very positive
World Cup season with a number
of our youngest shooters winning
World Cup medals. I think of all
the countries here, we’ve proba-
bly taken the most advantage of
the one-year delay.”

While the anticipation is high, the
shooters’ journey to the Olympics
hasn’t been an easy one, logistics
wise. While many sports require
specialized equipment, some of
the equipment used by shooters is
largely banned in Japan.

“It’s extremely difficult to get gear
over here,” Suggs said. “Japan
has some of the most-onerous gun
laws in the world. There’s a re-
striction on how much ammunition

Qu can bring in, even for the

Olympics - 800 rounds. Each
athlete has storage for 800 rounds
and can’t exceed that at any given
time. So, you kind of get your 800
rounds in, then based on how
many boxes you use per day, you
do a replenishment order on
that.”

Suggs said that while there is no
shooting culture in Japan, shoot-
ing-sports athletes are mostly
treated equally to all the other
athletes. The emphasis there,
however, is on mostly. “You know,
the one part where you don'’t get
treated equally is when you’re
going through customs, and it
takes you an hour and a half long-
er to get through customs than it
does for most of the other athletes
because they open up every gun
box and count every round of am-
munition,” he said. “So, that’s the
one place shooting competitors
get treated differently.”

Once there, shooters have found a
very strict COVID protocol
designed to keep athletes safe. So
far, that has been successful for
American shooters, who have
stayed healthy. “We got our last
shooters into the country last
night,” Suggs said. “They took
two COVID tests before they
came, then they took another one
in the airport here, and every-
body passed those.

“What you’re seeing here is 100%
masked - everyone is wearing
masks all the time, except for
when you’re actually on the firing
line. The cafeteria has plastic par-
titions between every seat, so it’s
sort of like going in to visit your
relatives in prison. You put plastic
gloves on when going through the
various food lines. It’s a lot more
locked down than it is presently in
most parts of the United States.”

Suggs said shooters are adjusting
well to the protocol and are also
getting an opportunity to adjust to
the extremely hot Tokyo weather.
Suggs said the heat index at the
shotgun range has been 104 to

105 degrees in the heat of the day.

“We’'re probably fortunate in
comparison to some countries in
that a lot of our shooters are from
the South, and most of them are
used to a little bit of heat and hu-
midity,” he said. “And we’'re defi-
nitely getting plenty of that. The
shotgun range is especially warm.
The ground cover that they put
down seems to radiate the heat
quite a bit. But those guys are all
used to shooting in the heat.”

One of the positives for this Olym-
pics - especially for those of us
back home wanting to watch the
shooting sports that typically get
little coverage by American me-
dia - is the viewing opportunity
should be much greater this year.
That additional coverage is thanks
to live streams of most of the
events by various teams, federa-
tions, organizations and even
overseas networks more interest-
ed in the shooting sports than U.S.
networks.

“In comparison to what we’ve had
in the past, there’s just a lot more
content out there and you should
be able to see more shooting in
this particular Olympics than
you’ve been able to in the past,”
Suggs said. “I know they have
some of the finals slated for televi-
sion, and it will probably depend
on who makes those finals. But
there will be streaming of every-
thing.”

Shooting events kick off with the
women'’s 10-meter air rifle compe-
tition. The official schedule for the
shooting competitions can be
found at the link below, and it will
be updated with results as the
competitions are completed. To
find streaming coverage of an
event, choose one you want to
watch and do a search to see what
is available.

https://olympics.com/tokyo-2020/
olympic-games/en/results/
shooting/olympic-schedule-and-

results.htm /
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Armed Self-Defense: Reality vs. Fantasy

by Sheriff Jim Wilson
9 July 2021

Since most people have never
even witnessed a criminal attack
or shooting, they often have unre-
alistic ideas about what exactly
might happen. We tell students
that a criminal attack is going to
be what it is going to be — and
probably won’t fit your pre-
conceived ideas.

For example, I was recently made
aware of a couple who had spent
quite a bit of time discussing and
planning for ways to deal with a
home invasion. And then, one
evening, the wife pulled into her
driveway after a long day at work.
Two men jumped out of a car
parked on the street that the wife
had not really paid attention to.
They pushed her up against her
car and demanded her keys. It
was a carjacking, not a home inva-
sion. So surprised to be dealing
with an attack that she hadn’t even
considered, the woman was al-
most overpowered. As it was, she
was able to get her gun out and
get a shot off, failing to hit either
attacker. As they fled, the hus-
band was in the house wondering
who in the neighborhood was
popping firecrackers.

The most dangerous (and perhaps
most common) attacks are those
that occur at very close range. The
crooks can be on you before you
can even get your gun out — even
if you are wearing your gun and
have practiced getting it out in a
hurry. This is the reason that we
continually emphasize being
aware of what is going on around
you—living life in “condition yel-
low.”

Too often, even those people who
develop defensive plans tend to
imagine criminal attacks as a sce-
nario where the good guy always
wins and thing work out in the
end. It is really a good idea to
give serious consideration to

worst-case-scenarios, those times
Qlen everything goes wrong.

Instead of thinking about home
invasions where you run the bad
guys off, consider dealing with a
home invasion where you wake
from sleep to find the invaders
already in your house and on their
way to your kids’ bedrooms. Have
you made plans for dealing with
that sort of situation?

In addition, people rarely think of
the aftermath of a defensive shoot-
ing. Here’s a clue — unless you're
a combat veteran, you will be un-
der more physical stress than you
have ever experienced in your
entire life. Physical stress leads to
heart attacks and strokes. You
might want to give some serious
consideration to getting some
exercise and getting in better
physical shape because that helps
you overcome severe stress.

In kind, people often think that,
when the police arrive, they will
just tell the officers what hap-
pened and the officers will con-
gratulate them and haul the bad
guys off. In fact, the officers prob-
ably won’t know who the real bad
guys are right off the bat. Instead
of being congratulated, you may
very well be handcuffed. And you
might experience something a
whole lot worse if you still have
your gun in your hand when the
police get there. Regardless of
your stressful situation, you had
better keep your mind in gear.

Instead of turning into a Motor
Mouth in front of the officers, it is
better not to make statements until
you have an attorney present. You
might tell them, “That man tried to
rob me and I shot him. His gun is
lying over there. I will give you a
complete statement once my at-
torney gets with me and helps me
calm down and collect my
thoughts.”

But I come from a law enforce-
ment background...which means
the actual attorney who repre-
sents you may not agree with what
I have just said. Please consider
talking to a local defense attorney

— not just any attorney, but a de-
fense attorney — and get his or her
advice. After all, this person is the
one who will be representing you
during your police interview and
possibly in court. Don’t make their
job more difficult.

Having a personal defense plan is
an excellent idea. But don’t make
the mistake of imagining scenari-
os where you always turn out to
be the hero and the guy who
doesn’t get any bullet holes in
him. Study news reports of actual
shootings, and consider what your
actions should be in worst-case
scenarios. Plans are nice - realis-
tic plans are even better.

https://www.nrafamily.org/
articles/2021/7/9/armed-self-
defense-reality-vs-fantasy




